310                             Viscount Halifax

From Rome I have had an excellent private letter from Car-
dinal Gasparri: this letter confirms the encouragements of the first
letter, but the Holy See desires, for the present, not to take up an
official attitude.24

The date for the next Conversation was still unfixed. The
Archbishop, as has been seen, was in favour of deferring it
until the dust stirred up by his Letter had had time to settle.
But Halifax, at eighty-five, with Time's hurrying feet hard at
his heels, was impatient. When it appeared that there was no
likelihood of a further reunion before the autumn at earliest,
he arranged a private and strictly unofficial visit to Malines at
the end of April. The party consisted of Halifax himself, Portal,
Edward, and Lord Hugh Cecil. As Halifax explained to the
Cardinal, at his age he could hardly hope to make many more
journeys to Malines and was therefore anxious that his son and
Lord Hugh, who he liked to think would presently take over
his task, should get to know Mercier. It was during this visit
that the Cardinal suggested to Ha.1i.fax that he should make his
personal submission to Rome.* *Au fond il ne comprend pas
votre position/25 was Portal's comment when the incident was
reported to him.

Halifax and the Cardinal had some talk about the next Con-
versation, which they agreed to try to have on October 8th and
pth, a possible subject being the powers of the episcopate.

During the spring and summer Halifax carried on an enor-
mous correspondence, with Portal at an average rate of two or
three letters a week, with both Archbishops, with Lord Hugh,
who, like Dr. Davidson, was keeping an anxious eye on the
Revised Prayer Book, with Dr. Frere, and with Gore. The
last had just published the third volume of his famous tri-
logy, The Reconstruction of Belief. It contained references to
the Roman question which provoked from Halifax a long

*See pages 215-6.